IJ2                      ENTERTAINING GANDHI

" Is It        news? " I inquired,
" Grave          Indeed/5 he answered.    " A letter

Nehru; It may be the last he can
His          seems imminent."

" Why              they arrest Mm just now? 3S   1

asked.,

" Because he's telling the peasants not to sell

In order to pay the Land Tax/3 Mr.

Gandhi replied,   " He Is telling them not to sell

cattle., not to sell their homes, but rather to go

to             for non-payment   For If they make a

effort to pay, perhaps thereby going

into a debt from which they will never get free,

then the Government says:   * There!  you see you

the money all the time; you could have paid

it                    Instead of assuring us you were too

poor.*   The Collectors have such power;  nowhere

In the world is such great power lodged in an

Executive.   They can do as they will.   While there

Is life in mes do you think I will let the spirit of these

be broken ?   Your Government tries

to           us the blessings of Western civilisation.

It        :  c Here are cinemas for you, cheap holidays

for you,                       for you/ but the cry is always

the         :   * Give us bread/ *   It must be difficult

for                   to understand what the Ordinances

position, but nothing good will accrue to the Un-
1 can say ail this with authority, having lived
the Uatoucliablcs and tiaving shared their joys and sorrows
all         years."   Excerpt from one of Mr. Gandhi's speeches
to
* See                E.